CEO UPDATE

JOAN HICKS

Wayiba/Wanthiwa

Welcome to the fifth edition of Mawarnkarra News.
The Dialysis Unit “Warawarni-Gu Maya", “* Margurrama-Gayi Maya" is completed but we are still waiting for
the NBN connection for the telephones. MHS is looking at an opening day by the Minister for Health next
month in October 2018.

The Child and Maternal Health Building is nearly completed and the final walk through is scheduled for
November 2018. MHS is looking to the community to name this building and a prize is available to the
successful person.

The house for the Women's Support Program has been painted inside and is in the process of getting a
new fence built. This house will also have security installed. MHS will be looking at funding to employ a
local person to provide the Women's Support Program.

We welcomed the RAAF Dental Team back to MHS for the third consecutive year from 4th - 28th
September 2018. Thanks to Clinton Walker for providing the Cultural Awareness training through
Gurrgurra.

MHS staff was provided the unique experience of a rock art tour of Murujuga through Clinton Walker. Staff
thoroughly enjoyed this wonderful experience.

The Men's Support Program is up and running, thanks to Angus Smith and lan Wally. This program is in its
early stages and is an initiative of MHS and the men in the community. It is totally funded by MHS. Angus
and lan attended the NACCHO Ochre Day conference held in Hobart, Tasmania which is an health initiative
for men.



Throughout August MHS staff were provided with the
unique experience of accompanying Clinton Walker on his
Murujuga Rock Art Tour.

Staff spent half a day walking through the Murujuga
National Park which is home to the highest concentration of
rock art in the world.

The rock art has been dated back to before the ice age
ended and is approx. over 40,000 years old and there is up
to 1 million rock art images scattered across the entire
Burrup Peninsula and Dampier Archipelago.
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Healing out on
Country Project

The Healing Out on Country Project is a culturally
sensitive and collaborative project aimed at
building social and emotional wellbeing for families
affected by suicide and or tragic loss. With high
rates of suicide and tragic losses, the project
provides families with the opportunity to travel on
Country and reunite as a family, seeing their
children happy once again, by providing a place
and sharing happy times together again to refocus
and rebuild strong families. Travelling out on
Country will enable and help reconnect with
culture by engaging and learning from the Elders.
Stakeholder agencies attending the Out on Country
event will be provided an opportunity to reach and
build relationships and rapport with families.

Special Thanks for Val & Kathy's
Crafty Kitchen.

Along with members of the community and others we all enjoyed another
fabulous “On Country outing” to Cleaverville on 28th Aug 18. We were thrilled
to be able to follow on from previous outings which were started with help
from Lesley Murray and Act Belong Commit. Roebourne.




This is very much appreciated with help and
support from Mawarnkarra Health Service.
Without this support we would not be able to
continue these outings. Thanks to Mawarnkarra
and to all who helped out and came along on
these outings Everyone had a great day with
morning and afternoon tea, lunch, fruit, water
cuppas, damper and evening meal which were all
enjoyed by the 40+ people who joined us. Bus
Transport was also available.

Fishing was very popular along with arts and
painting canvasses on the day along with
relaxation and yarning.

We are all looking forward to our next On country
outing and will keep all up to date when this will
happen. Everyone is welcome Once again thanks
to all involved Val & Kathy Crafty Kitchen




RAAF Visit

Recently Mawarnkarra Health Service
was fortunate enough to host the Air
Force Kummundoo Team who provided
dental services to the community for 4
weeks out of Mawarnkarra's clinic.

It was an also opportunity for the Airforce
to demonstrate their commitment to
helping Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people have the best chance at
succeeding in life, starting with providing
basic health care. Amongst a massive
community engagement strategy, the team
saw 128 patients for procedures such as
extractions, fillings and scale and cleans.

From a personnel perspective, all of the
Air Force Kummundoo Team found this
experience personally and professionally
rewarding. Providing the RAAF Dental Team
an opportunity to use their skills in different
health settings to treat patients with
complex needs, whilst the Indigenous
Liaison Officers thoroughly enjoyed all the
Community engagement activities.

I ==
| i

_;J' o
- N ] -.-'.ﬁ,."‘, .F E -

L e |

Staff Member of the Month:

Congratulations to Denise Cobbo,

Denise has taken out the staff member of the month,
Denise has worked hard in the face of adversity, her department was
understaffed for several weeks and she managed to keep the
reception ticking over.

Well done Denise.
Congratulations to Helena Lane who has recently been awarded her

Registration as an Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health Practitioner.
We look forward to seeing Helena utilising her skills at Mawarnkarra.
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OCTOBER 2018

MOMDAY TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Mawarnkarra Health Service

GP's
Nurses
Aboriginal Health Workers
Mums and Bubs Program
Child Health Program

Opening Hours

Monday 8.30 am- 1pm
Tuesday 8.30 am - 4.45 pm
Wednesday 8.30 am - 4.45pm
Thursday8.30 am 4.45pm
Friday 8.30am 4.45pm

Phone: 08 9182 0850

Allied Health SEWB
Visiting Specialists Nutrition
Transport Safe House
Pharmacy TIS
Integrated Team Care Environmental Health
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